IAMAW Building Restoration
423 New Jersey Ave., NW Washington, D.C.
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IAMAW BUILDING RENOVATION

Washington, D.C.

Description of Project and Services
The project is a commercial development, which includes the renovation and restoration of an existing 3,000 SF three level historic row house located on Capitol Hill. The renovated structure will serve as a lobbyist center for IAMAW and be permitted as a “Private Club”, which would function as an office and event center.  As such, the floor live load capacity would need to meet or exceed 100 psf and roof top terraces in excess of 120 psf. The ground floor of the existing building is concrete poured on grade while the first and second floor framing consists of wood sheathing over dimensional lumber floor joists.  The building features a historic exterior brick masonry façade, which functions as load bearing walls. 
Smislova, Kehnemui and Associates (SK&A) was retained by R. McGhee and Associates Architects to provide structural consulting services needed to implement the Owner’s program. The renovation entails construction of a new elevator needed to access all floors, underpinning of the building foundation, and repair of the roof frame modified to accommodate a roof terrace. SK&A performed a detailed inspection of the building frame in order to evaluate existing conditions and to ascertain areas where existing structure could be retained and strengthened.
The architectural planning and design of the historic building renovation and major expansion program was developed and carried out by R. McGhee Architects, currently the architect-of-record for the IAMAW project.
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